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Ry name s Uane James and | am o lege fellow with the Envbronmental Defense Pund, 2 non-
partisan envirommentsl crganization with more than 1.5 million members nationwide, For
devades, the Envirormental Defense Fund has worked scross the country, and o Texas, to
protect human health and the environment from harmbul sl pollution,

Fiest, {want 1o thank the ERPA for By long, bipartisan history of deaning up our alr, water, and
fangd ~ making vommunities safer and bealthier soross the United Bates The EPA has
historivally taken important steps to ensure that cur cherished National Parks and Wildermess
Areas have pwe-inspiving views, desn and healthy sl and continue 1o be powerful soonomic
engines for surrpunding communithes,

< RS leadership over the past decade has resulted in visihility improvements 3t National Parks

and Wilderness Areas across the country, Many of these improvements are directhy related to
the installation of Best Avallable Retrofit Technology (BARTY

Fam here today toosdl o the EPA to continue the tremendous leadership it bas historically
demonstrated on regional hate ssues and to require source-specific 502 and PM controls on
ghigible units In Texas, as it did in s lanuwary 2017 Proposed FIP

Because my Hme s short, Dwill only briefly touch on the historic support for the Reglons! Hare
Frogram as well a3 the health and sconomi importance of ensuring cdean alr in our nations
Mational Parks and Wikderness fress.

Starting with the Orpanic Act in 1918 creating the National Park Servics, and exponded by the
1954 Wilderness Act and the 1977 Amendments to the Clean Adr Act, Congress has recognized,
with overwhelming bipartisan support, the need to protect and restors the scenic views of
National Parks and Wilderness Sreas, leaving them "animpaired” for the enlovment of Bture
generations.
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Effective implementation of the Regiona! Haze Program will also have collateral public health
benefits by reducing human exposure to fine particulste matter, Fine particulate matter not
onby tarnishes scenio vistas, but also penetrates deep Into people’s lungs and can couse
premature death, heart attacks, sggravated asthma, and other serious health problems,

The Texas Reglonal Haze FIP has very read health conseguences Tor Texas citizens, Infact, the
January 2007 proposed rule, which would have required source-specific 500 and PM controls
sy eligible units In Texas, would have prevented tens of thousands of asthma sttacks, 878
premature deaths, more than 100,000 lost or Bited work days every yvear, and would have
saved more than 58,7 billlon s public health and st productivity costs annually®

Restoring alr guality in National Parks and Wilderness Aress alio bas important economic
benefits, According to the Nationa! Park Service, there were ower almost B million visits to
Texay's National Parks lost vear and those visitors spent over 5300 million In surrounding
sormmunities, Thiv spending supported pver 4,000 lobs and Incressed overpll sconpmic output
in the state by 5428 milllon*

Muoreover, Texas has clean and affordable soergy solutions dose ot hand that would create
seonomic growth. Texes, which currently has the largest amount of nstalled wind capacity of
any state, abo has the capadity o generate over 5.5 mithon glgawatt hours of wind eneree by
20507 In 2018, Texas's wind ensrpy Industey supported up to 33,000 obs.

Texas plso has substantial solar gnergy potential In 2007, the solar Indusiry supported almost
9,000 jobs in Texas® and Tesas ARM has lunched the world's largest solar research and
development facllity to suppont Texas's growing solar industry.

5 iy closing, D went to relteraste that the ERA should not Binalize It proposed rule and should

E o nstead regquire sourceespecilic 502 and P congrols on eligible units in Texas, BART has s
demonstrated track record of success any 15 the most appropriate implementation method for
pHectively addressing Texas's reglons! hare obligations,

Thank you agaln for the work vou do to protect public health and the sovironment and for the
spportunity 1o testily here today,

L Report of Geoge I Thurston Regarding the Public Health Benefits of EP&'s Proposed Rulsmsking & 17418
Wt BOLTL Docket D Mo EPSROSQARZ0IBURIL00Y2. Avsilbliln st

Bt feesrs reguiatinns ovdocument P EP A ROBUAR- 201 B 08 10072

* mational Park Xervive, 2017 Netional Park Vigior Spending Effects Bvonamic Contributions 1o Losal
Corrnunities, Stotes, s the Hation (Aol 3048 Avellable st

Bt/ Swwwe npspov/nsturefoastomel/ RS Date Viuslization/dors/NPS 2017 Vidlior Spendding
EHectapdt

FUA Department of Energy’s Uffice of Energy Efficienoy & Renewable Energy, Wind Eneegy in Tonns,
Buaileble ob Moot fwindeathenge anergy s iitatesfts

* The Soler Foundating, Notione! Solardols Densus (2007 Svailable el

brtps fwwe thesoladfoundetionominationall




